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ABSTB&CT 

This docuuent describes hov a presidential library 
and its resources can be used in the classroon« The John F« Kennedy 
Library attempts to reach three publics: the senior^level scholars; 
the general public; and teachers and educators interested in bringing 
the resources to the classroou. The library contains a variety of 
resources including historical docuuentSt nuseuu objects^ audioYisual 
uaterialst and oral history intervievs. Fron these resourcest eight 
educational learning units vere developed for use in the classrooB^ 
with considerable variation in the anoant of structure and the kinds 
of actiYities. The focus of each unit is to provide students vith 
priuary source ■aterials«*«*letterst ueaorandat records t transcripts t 
articles^ readings^^pertinent to the subject of the unit. It is up to 
indiTidual teachers to deteraine the best use of the aaterials for 
their classrooas. The library also disseainates filast docuaent 
reproductions t and selected bibliographies. , (Author/JB) 





%m&m THE JOHN F. KENNEDlf 



LIBRARY INTO THE CLASSROOM 



What is a presidential library? is'it a memorial to a former president?. aS' 
collection of books? A repository of documents and memorabilia? An historical " i - , 
"useuii? The John F. Kennedy Zdbrary staff believes a presidential library, is all . 
. of ' these— and «uc. lapre* - - - - . ;^ \ ^ ^ _- :„ 

ik>rkinq out of temporary headquarters in Waltham, Massachusetts, while 
awaiting completion of the permanent Library facility in nearby Caa^ridge, the 
Kennedy Zdbrary staff has specified education as tiie basic goal of the Library. ^ ^ 
•we are aiming, in everything we do, to raise people's level of understanding,- 
a^out tAe j»2itica2-9otrern»ental processes of our country," explains John steMre> 
Assistant Director for Archives. The staff believes President Kennedy would 
enthusiastically endorse their approach. : — ' 

Dan a. Fenn, Kminedy Library Director, is confident that presidential 
libraries, and the Kennedy Library in particular, are uniquely equij^ed to perform: 
an educational service. Three assut^tions ur*derlie his belief and the^ development 
of educational programs at the JFK Library: " ; / 

1) studying the recent historical past is of vital significance^in helping ' 
young people understand contemporary American life; : ^ — 

events in the career and administration of John F.^ Kennedy can Xruitfullg - 
be analyzed by those seeking an appreciation of certain J>asic: €:oncepts^ Z 
about American political and governmental processes: . .-^J*^ 

imaginative teachers can successfully use manuscript material ^and^oihUr^. t 
unique resources of archival institutions^ to help students deve^op-lntel-'^ 
iectuaiiy and to heighten their interest in particular academtartnabS^^-^^^ 
tforking from these assumptions, Fenn and Stewart began some^two years, ago to>l: 
deveiop an educational program based on the resources, both printed and -->v^;..; 
avaiiaUe in the Library. With the additional assistance of Barbara' Waters,^ - Wy- 
coordinator of Instructional Development, the Library is now ready to extend its:: \ 
services to interested teachers in classrooms across the nation. . . . " . ' ~ .\Vr 



2) 



3) 



THE KENNEDY LIBRARY tOLLECTION : , / ^ '':X^ 

Before focusing on the education program developed at Kennedy library, it ii; T^' 
useful to explore the natxire and function of the Library itself. In discussing -.Crv 
the Library, Stewart begins by explaining that the institution's priSary ftmctioii*^ i^. 
is not to memorialize the former president. The building structure will serve , as: v : 
a memorial but the operation of the Library will not. "w^ ar^ not interested in , 
perpetuating Camelot...or in trying to make of the facts of President Kennedy.V^ 
life something that never existed," says Stewar]bi ^ , 'jY/^^i^^ 

If the Kennedy Library is not primarily a ^aemorial, what is it? A brief < : 5 
survey of the Library's many holdings and services will help answer that /qv«stion..Vv/ 

As part of the National Archives and Records Service of „ the. federal g6vfertt^Ti\» , 
ment, the Kennedy Library is first and foremost a repository for many kinds :bf \ H '>l 
historically significant documents — some 25,000 boxes of materials holding, 1, '-^^-^^9 
22 million documents. There are 150 distinct collections of manuscripts^^and 
archives in tlie Library. . . , ^ 1 ;1 '<fly^ / *-;>V^^.^$' 

One category of materials is the collection of John P. Kennedy papers whidi"^\^'^^ 
includes everything from handwritten drafts of speeches, to microfilm copies of , -;4V^ 
important official records, to letteis received i>y the Kennedy family, after the.v ^/sKi^ 
president's assassination. In addition to JPK's papers, there are collections of f-^.^.^ 
personal paper> donated by other persons prominent in recent American political- ,>,5?>5' 
history — John Kenneth Galbraith, Robert F. Kennedy, James Warburg, Thosiiuri. . . 
O'Neii, and Jrtieodore White, to name but a few, " • V'l fiV'^ 'i 

/Iso housed "in the Library is an extensive collection of memorabilia^ or' "-vn 1^ 
museum objects. These items relate mainly to President Kennedy, hnd include, his 
rocking chairs » decorative items from his office, and gifts given to the 
president and his family during his years of public service. . ^ 

Another Library collection is the holding of printed or published resources ^ , a- fj; 
Although not primarily a book library, the JFK Library .staff is endeavor:ing to . C 
gather an exhaustive collection of material written by and about President ' , 
Kennedy. They are also amassing a general collection of books on mid«- twentieth 
^century American political history. , ' . - ?S 

A fourth category of materials is the audiovisual collection^ A aax^le/qfP*:^.'^^/ 
these materials are photographs of the president and his family^ audiotapes' bf * 



presidential speeches, news footage donated by television networks and oSher. ' 
organizations, and aj^ae holdincr of political and social documentary productions^;^ 



An liVOKtant collection sUll being developed is recorded oral history inter* 
vtewB %fith Bore than X,000 people who have inportant insights into the Kennedy 
•dninistration and other subjects of interest to the Library* 

In ad d i ti o n to gathering and organising the varied holdings of the Library, 
the staff is egyally^ interested in developing program which wiU encourage 
and help people use the Library's resources. Sone prograas include the direct use 
of Library collecUons. One such project currently being uindertaken is called a 
''decision fila*** This fila, based on collections in the Library reUUng to 
JPK*s executive order on housing discrimination, will place the audience in the, ^ 
president's diair and wUX pose, at several points, altemaUve decision aioices. 
tie staf f plans to use the f ila as a prototype for other decisionHMking eadiibits 
in the Library; it will also be available for use in cUssrooss and other educa- , 
tionaX settings. 

Scmm Library prograas do not directly involve the use of the Library collec-; 
tions but do call vpon the esqiertise of the Library staff and other persons 
interested in aid-twentieth century govemnental afrairs. The Library's n.wni 
ttity visitor prograa, for exaaple, brings leading public figures to cowunities 
in the Boston area for a day of Metings and discussions with sdiool and civic 
groups* " . \ ^ 'I . " " ' " ' / ' 

IWaOOES THE LIBRARY SERVE? ^ ' 

The Kennedy Library staff hopes to serve three "publics.** One group is the 
senior*level sdiolars-»-graduate students, profession^ historians, writersrrpeople^ 
having a specialized interest in the unique Materials available st the Library* A 
second group is the general public, people %Ako will cone ta the Library to observe 
the exhibits or explore the Library collections. The third public is persons 
involved in fomal education, prograMS<^teaaiers, students, school adsinistrators, 
curriculuB ^>ecialists, textbook publishers^-educators interested in. brin;gring the 
resources of the Library to young pe<^le. ^ / - 

It was this third public that Fenn, Stewart, and Waters had in mind when th^ 
organized a meeting in February 1972 of soae 20 people fron public and^ivate _^ 
secondary schools and university schools of education. At this neeting the^ 
Library staff and the educators explored approaches for aaking the Library's 
resources available and useful to teachers and students. The aeeting resulted in- 
the concept of educational learning units. The purpose of the units-was .to put:, 
the unique resources of the Librjury into « foraat that would be adaptable to nmy/ 
dassrooA situations and needs. Now, two years later, the JFK Library. h&» eight. 
educational units available for field testing. , . : l!^'*^ 

EIGHT EOUCAHOfk UNITS. FROH THE KENNEDY LIBRARY - : 

Over the i>a8t two years the Kennedy Library staff has experinehted with a 
nunber of learning units. The eight units which they have selected for publica- 
tion are briefly described by the developers as follows £ 

1} Seven Holes of the Presidents A Social Studies learning pacJIca^ for Gradem 
Seven Thxoogh Hine (teacher's giiide and student copy) combines Kennedy Library 
docuMnts and audiovisual resources in an individualized instructional forai^t to 
teach the roles of the president and to enable the student to interpret the 
president's activities .as seen on television and in the press. 

2| The Pxmaidlent infotwm the people t h Learning Program on Presidential Press 
ConferMces (teacher's guide and student resource materials I-VX) includes a 
nunber of suggested activities and a lengthy series of docuaents relating ta 
President Kennedy's Noveaber 20, 1962 press conference. 

3) An Ambassador Coammicates with Washingt^i A Packet of Doaamts^ from the 
Papers of John F. Kennedy illustrates tedmiques and problems in transaitting . . 
international relatims information to and from Wellington The documents^ 
selected focus on the Dutch-Indonesia dispute over ffest New Guinea and were col- . 
lectM from national security and the presidential office files* . 

4> the president Commmicates with His Staff t A Collection of Memoranda Sent hy , 
John F. Kennedy to Members of the White House Staff provides a saall sai^le pf^ 
Mwranda froai Resident Kennedy to his White House staff illustrating how a 
president establishes a working relationship with his staff based oii delegation^ , . 
of decision making and assumption, of a leadership role within a federal 
bureaucracy* - ' 



ACTIVITIES OF THE JOHN KENNEOY 



Cambridge area students tour the ; 
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Kennedy Lfbrjairy staf t antt edui^toi 
evaluate learning units durJngA^i^ 




5> JHworamto for tJm Jtetgldtnrt a coUmcUpn of ^Doeumntk P3t€p^nd fi»t ^bo T* ^ 
icmumdy 99m^r9 of fh^Wbitm noom Stmff is a coU^ction ot w mo it i Mm (with, > 
soggtstod actlvitiM a^d discoraloh q^tatioos) to iUustrata tha ia^ortant soI«.^ 
of tba praaldant*s staff in providing tha prasidant with infonMtioitr '<lhia ool* 
laetioa of ■sswrinils to tha prjtaidant illuatratas tha-iarga nuibarr.of "iaaiiaa o6n^ 
fronting tha prasidant> staff suggasUons ragarding issuaa,: dacisions tibat tha .7 
prasidant is ashad to Mka, inforsuiU^r tha praaidant ragwsts* hriafing foont:^ \ 
for tha praaidant*a niMrooa aaatinga, ths writtan foniat of tqp*laval . 
ooHMinication* \ ^ * * . - ^ / ^ ^ 

€) Xba M9idmitiml Pzmmm Sacratary; A Collection of Docmmnta lUugtrstir^ thi 
M^tiooMbipg of tbm Mmidmxt'B Prass sacretary and of tha l«bita Fooaa Prass , 
Corps MMters providaa a narrativa on praaidantiaX prass ralations in. rac#nt 
history and a sarias of dociManta illuatrating tha ranga of iasuas with which a ;^ 
prass sacratary' aust^'daal* ' : ^ J- . " - , ^ y 

7} Tba Arpactations for a Ihw AdminiMtrmtioat A OoXiaction of mMMmges RMiymi 
hg president xeanedy eftex the Slection of Hoveaber B, I960 providaa a broaid aa^p] 
of hopas and as^actationa for a nav adninistration. - ^ 

8) The Freedom Riderst A Collection of Documents tbeleting to Attempts in tie 
Spring of 19€1 to Desespregete Bus Fecilities in Seven Stetes in the South conalsti 
of a sanpling of naMoranda^ talagraasr and othar PciawMnications racaivad daring 
tha civil rights daMonstrations in tha spring of 1961. - 

Thara is considarabla variation in tha a»ount of structura and tha Kinds pt-^ 
activitias within tba aight units. Parhaps the SK>st structured unit/ and tha^l.: 
only one directed specifically toward junior^ high students , is SevevtlSoias of^tha 
President* She teacher's guide for this pac)cet specifiea the overall ^tmir a ;f 
objective— "to enable a student to aaster the concept that^^ Marican^prasidanq 
is a bundle of specif ic! responsibilities which often Qverlap**-^tails:.spa<dfic:.; 
perforaanc^ objectives^ gives suggestions for incorporating the unit^ into a/^~ ^ 
general curriculun, outlines activitiea^ suggests discussion questions^ Jii^.. . 
Materials # andjpresents pre- and post- tests.; - ' - V"*^- 

The student. Material begins with an introductory filmstrip on Jtbal savan" z. ., 
roles of a presidents Chief of State, Chief Executive, Chief pipl<MtiK CoMMOM^r 
in Chief, Legislative Leader, Political Leader, Populjor Leader. Copies of ^ir^irn 
docusttnts, such as letters, appointnent calendars r and q^^hea. ganaratad byj^, . 
President Kennedy are then made available tP students , . along with slJlda» of Jnt^ j 
perforsing various presidential functions. In worhing^ with thaaa Mtarials,^' ^f- 
stttdants are asked to identify the role the president^ is performing in the 
different situations. Used together, the student packet and instructor* a guJUte' 
provide a structured, coa^lete unit of study. / . ' V " . - ' 

Another highly structured unit is The President informs, phe pappia«;pftpar«a 
in cooperation with John s* Gibaon, Lincoln Pilene Profeasor, Tuf ta tmivarsity^ ' 
The objective of this unit is to help students understand how tha president :o£^ ;r I 
the United States seeks to inform the American, public i^>out the duties of his v 
office and the iaportant issues of the day. the, ^sidential pii^ess cdnfdpanoa^^ 
emphasised, with most learning activities c«it«ring on President Kennady'sV 
MovmrtMr 20, 1962 press confsranqa, which concerned the, provisional sat^lamentl^bf 
the Cuban>miasila criais. ■ . . - /'-^^^ ' V ' 

The student material contained in this uiadt inclujter types 5of .do ci» s n t> 
replicant memoranda ooncamiUig the physical unrangemuits and format^ of ^thia.. v^^^^^^ 
press conferencar badcground information on ^thalissaas disoiissad|^^:bri^^^ 
used by tiie president in preparing for .the conference r the/of fid.al trana^^ 
the conferencai articles and aditoriala relating to the conferenGa,^;and l)^gz)^ 
reading material on the reUtionahip between tha^prasidMt and tha :prtMs;;i Jb 
16 Mi film and cassattea are available for purchase or rsntal'^^^fra the J^^^ 
accompai^ this unit*. Vv/v tcV''^-* 

'The rsmaining six units avnilabla from the Library ars lass stroottdTi^ 
of tha unite ^cluda soma brief background material for tha taadterjwd sMm aoti 
ity suggestions. Hdwavar, tha focus of thisr units is to provide studmU wi^^i. 
primary source mater ials<^-lattars, mimoranda^ , records, transcripts*^ ar^eX^s>-%' . 
readinga— pertinent to tha subject of the^ unit*' Jt is up to teachati^ W;.^t»)bdn 
tha best, use of the material ^or their atudants*' ^- " ' ^ , 



5) Mnmrudt for tJm Mmid9n€t A Colfetion o/ Vocwmnts Pr^pttmd for ^bn r^: 
XwuMtfir ^ W— lurg o/ m lirftlt« 5t9ff is a coU^ction of — ■o rMid K (with., 
m>99«st«d activitlM «9d ditcussion qytstions) to iXlustrat* the iacibrtant rol* , 
of th« prMid«nt*s staff in providing ths prssidsnt with infoxMitioR. this ool- " 
Isction of — orindi to ths prjtsidsnt iXlustrstss th« Uxg^ nusbsr of issuss o6n* 
fronting ths prssidsnt, staff suggssUons rsgarding issuss, dscisions that ths / 
prssidsnt is asksd to asks, infor=;:^lXcr ths pxssidtnt rscpisstsr brisfing focaat 

for ths prssidsnt*s nussrous asstings, and ths vrittsn fomat of tpp^isvsl. 
ooMonication. .\ ' " itC. 

6) Zbs Frssidsntial Pz9ms 5»cr«tary: A Collmctiou of Doeom$ats IlluBtrmtirff ths 
Rel^ticosbipm of ths l>rsjidsot's Prsss Sseretary and of tbm Whitm AOitss Frsss . 
Corgg Mmbsrs providss a narratiTs on prssidsntiaX prsss rslations in^rsc^t 
history and a ssries of docuasnts illustrating the rangs of issuss with idiich a - ;^ 
^prsM sscrstary nnst^-dsal. o^;-'--^ 

7) Zhs Arpsctations for a Hew Aiminiatrmtioas A CoUection of IteMigss ,AK9si>sd;< 
hy President Kennedy efter the election of Hoveaber 1960 providss a bro«4 siapls^ 
of hopss and sj^ectations for a new adainistration. ^ ; - 

8) As freedom Fiderst A Collection of Dpeoments Helmting to Attempte in/t^ie ^..^ 
Spring of 1961 to Deaegregmte Bum realities in Seven States in tbe South consists'; 
of a saapUng of aeaoranda, telegraas, and other coaiaunications receivsd^ during 

ths civil rights deaonstrations in the ipring of lr>6l. - ".c'l? 

There is considerable variation In the aaount of structure and the )&inds of^f-; \^ 
activities within the eight units. Perhaps the aost structured unit rand tbmi^yyf^ 
only one directed specifically toward junior high studen^ts, is seven^ Rolem of;the<\- 
President* The teacher* s guide for this packet specifies ths, overall taiit; ^ -^f 
objective*-*'to enable a student to aaster the concept, that the Aaerican prssidsner> 
is a bundle of specific re«ponsibilities which often overl^"*^tails ipscificT^^ 
perforaance objectives, gives suggestions for incor{»orating the unifc^ into a. ;^ - J^,-^ 
general curriculua, outlines activities r suggests discussion questionsr litot > 
aaterials , and. presents pre- and post-tests . ^ >l '1/^ - - 

The student aaterial begins with an introductory filastrip on Jtbs.ssvsn' V ^^J^ 
roles of a president: Chief of State, Chief Executive^ Chief Dipldaat,^ Co a a>i^ s K v 
in Chief, Legislative Leader, Political Leader, Popular Leader. CopiM of br£giiMii^ 
docuaents, such as Isttsrs, appointaent calendars, and apeeches generated byr-^ t;}.- A 
President Kennedy are then aade available tO students,, along with. sSid^is of :Jnt^4^^ 
perfoxaing various presidential functions. In workintr with these aatsrifUs/^\J^^^^^^ 
students are asked to identify the role the presideht^is perforaing in the 
different situations. Used together, the student packet and instrucbn:** 9ttids^>" 
provide a structured, cos^lete unit of study. ^ ' - ' /' J / / ; • '^^ '"^i 

Another highly structured unit is Ths Prssidtnt 2hfortis the |^pis,.^prfpar«S^5:> 
in coopsration with John S. Gibson, Lincoln Filene Professor, Tufts Univegesity* /^^^^^^^^ 
The objective of this unit is to help students undsrstand how the preisidsnt of^ ^ ^T; 
the United States ss^ to inf ora the Aaerican public about the duties of^^s.V:^ 
offics and the inportant issues of ths day. Ths prssidsntial ^sss cohf s»mcr ^^^^ 
esfihasised, with aost learning activities c«itsring on Pi^sident Xeonsdy^s / ;^ r^c V 
Movssbsr 20, 1962 press confsrsncs, which oonosrnsd ths^ provisional ssttlMnt>f;>^ 
the Cuban aissils crisis. \ ^-.-^ - • ' ' - / - '^ V'V-^-V V-^-^^" 

The studsnt aatsrial contained in this unit ijicludss six types^qf .dj cii ae n t- fy. 
replicass aeaoranda concerning ths i^ical arrangsasnts «id foraat of ^tl^; ^ /t^^^^^ 
prsss confsrsncs r badcground infomation on the issuss discuss^ jf^^ bri^fing^piq^^ 
ussd by tiie presidsnt in preparing for the cooferencar the offid.aX/^an«nrii^t 
the conference r articles and editorials reUting to the conference,^ lAd backgiboiin^^ 
reading aaterial on the reUtioaship between the prssidwit and the pmi.-^ -SothP'^Sx 
16 Ml fila and casssttss are availabls for purthass or rsnUi fra ths^Xdb 
accoapany this unit*- 'u'^r^ f'^^^f-^S'^^V^i^'^''^^' 

' Tha reaaining six units availid^ls fron ths Library are less strocttiarsd^^^ lM^^ 
of ths units ;lnclttds seas brisf background aatsrial for ihs tsadter aund aoM 
ity suggestions. RCwevsr, ths focus pi thssa unite is to provids studsnis wi^^tJ.;^^ 
priaary aouree aatsrialS'»-*lsttsrs, aeaoranda^ rscor^^ transcripts k. art^el^iBV 'i/ ff 
readings— pertinent to tha subjsct of tba unit.; is yxp to teachets;to^tet»Mndi^^ 
ths best liss of ths aatsrial for thsir students. ' 'L . . ^-ii^y-iii 
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EVALUATING THE UNITS 

To date, field testing of the Kennedy Library educational units has been 
limited. However, a group of 15 classroom teachers from the Boston area were 
invited to the Library last suDoer for a three-day institute during Which th^ 
units were reviewed and evaluated. . . 

Stewart reports the general response of the teachers waaTquite positive. 
They felt that having reproductions of authentic documents %iould bring a sense .of 
reality to the study of history and government. Their major concern 2a)out the 
units was the high vocabulary level of the primary materiaas provided in the stu* 
dent packets. They questioned student ability to read and comprehend sone.of the 
sophisticated language and complex content of the documents. -The Kennedy Library 
staff recognizes the vocabulary problem and is hopeful that teachers field testing 
the units will discover ways to handle or adapt the materials without losing the 
realisB of the orig:tnal documents;. 

HOU TO ACQUIRE .THE KENNEDY LIBRARY EDUCATIONAL UNITS 



For further information, write: 

John Stewart 
John F. Kennedy Library 
380 Trapelo Road 
^Walthsm, Massachusetts 02154 



' The eight learning units descriJsed in the preceding section are presently 
available for pilot testing from the John P. Kennedy Library (see address infprma-^ 
tion below) • If you are interested in field testing one or all of the units in 
your cla:sses, the Library staff would welcome your help. They are eager to deter- 
mine how the materials will work with students of different ages and abilities, , 
and they are interested in knowing acw students respond to the materials and 
techniques in the packets. The staff will ask each teacher receiving the packets . 
to complete a short written evaluation of the materials.. 

In addition to the educational units, the Kennedy Librzury has other mate* 
rials available to teachers and interested persons. Three films. One TbousMXid 
Dmys, The Kexuiedy^Nixon Debates, and J.P.IC. speaks to Houston' Ministers on the I 
Religious issue, ore available for rentals A packet of document reproductions, 
including a letter written by young John Kennedy to his father and a personally 
edited copy of the speech given by President Kennedy in West Berlin, is available. 
The Library also produces selected Jbibliographies and infoimationsU. handouts on 
its resources. Contact the Library for further information on any of these 
materialise * . - . ' 

To many people, the image of a presidential library Is that of an imposing, 
building with a *'do not touch** atmosphere. The John F. Kennedy Library hopes to 
change that image. By using the Library's unique resources to develop useful and ^ 
Interesting leeuming experiences, the staff hopes to bring its users into closer 
contact with the realities of political and governmental^ process in the United Stated 



ERIC DOCUMEHTS 

ED 084 214 - Hou to Visit a Musem. By Pierre Rebetez. 203 pp. 

MF-$*75> HC-$10.20» plus postage. Available from 
Manhattan Publishing Company » 225 Lafayette St.» 
New York, N. Y. 10012 • $5.50. The primary aim of 
this document Is to encourage schools and museums 
to unite their efforts to further the use of the 
museum for teaching purposes and to promote the 
full development of creative facilities. 

ED G81 686 - Museum Resources Center. Final Evaluation Report. 

20 pp. MF-$.75, HC-$1.50, plus postage. This Is 
the final report of a project which was designed 
to integrate field trips to museums and historic 
sites in social, studies courses, to develop primary 
source materials, and to disseminate information 
about the project and available educational 
resources which can be used by teachers and students. 

ED 077 828 - Museums^ Imagination^ and Education. 148 pp.. 

Available from Uni pub; Inc., 650 First Ave., New 
York, N. Y. 10016 - $6.00. Twelve authorsr offer 
.creative ideas for using museums to further world- 
wide education. International trends la museum 
education are discussed. 
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